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Bochground

Growing up in Unamaki in Cape. Breton County, I desre.d places to be creative, learn, ¢
fo connect with other arfists There were few affordoble ort classes advertised or
extended studies arf classes of fered re quiarly, oyt the. communitybased ort programming 1
aftended growing up had a big influence. on me. It led me. fo pursve ort e ducation as a coreer
o bring more. arf experiences to my community but also faught me the hey role of artists os
change. mokers For the past three symmers [ have been doing communitybase.d art education
in the are.a as a coordinator for alocal orts organization Prior to this work, 1 had nef yet
dediated the tine fo thik, andlyze ¢ reflect on the field of wnich L am entering L oring my
own experiences as an emerging facitator, coordinator % ortist oyt engaging a variefy of
experienced communifybased ort educators is hey Communitybased art education is an
expansive field that hos many voriations in ferms of communitiess, physical space.s, resources, time
¢length, < organations. | have. conducte.d an artsbase.d research study using comics ¢ semi-
structured interviews with felow ortists, coordinators, Faciifators, « educators in the field of
communitybased ort education 1o begin to understond the context 1 wil enter into to create ¢

provide orts experiences o my community



Context

The geographic area in which this study tokes dace is in Cope. Bre fon County 1 wos
born, grew vp ¢ currently lve in his are, < 1 am Famiiar with, many of its' communities As an arts
coordinator, my work was within the. geogrophic boundarie.s of Cape. Brefon County Within the
area of Cape Breton County, there is the. Cope. Bre-ton Re.gional Municipaity (CBRIM < wo
First Nation Communitie.s, Eskason T irst Nation ¢ Memboertou First Nation, which are
independently governed byt are. active. participants in the. community Cape. Breton County has
fhe largest popuation in Unamaki Cape. Brefon. As of J0.20, there was a population of about
100,000 Unama'ki is a IVkkmag, word, which, fransiate.s to "land of fog" Unamahiis one. of the
seven districts of [imaki, the ancestral ¢ unceded territory of the Mikmag people. This study
was imifed fo this area of the Isnd In the futwre, [ hope 1o continve. ¢ expand vpon these

conversotions



































































































































































































































































































































































































