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RATIONALE: 

PROPOSAL FOR THE PROVtSION OF SPACE FOR 

A DAY CARE CENTRE WITHIN THE NEW CAMPUS 
t t • I 

The Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, besides being an 
institution of learning, is, for all intents and purposes, a 
community. The community, or this grouping together of people .· 

is a fact of the College's existence and creates within the 
College certain needs that may not be directly related to the 
instructional function of the institution, but are, none-the-
less, essential to its operation. 

One such need is for faculty and staff and students to be free 
to attend to their respective work without depriving their pre-
school children of adequate daytime care. 

It might be felt by some that such social services are not 
within the realm of the College's responsibility. However, 
it is our view that since it is the College which has caused 
people to come - together to work or study in a specific location, 
the College has, therefore, certain responsibilities to those 
people, responsibilitils over and above those related specifically 
to its program of instruction. We are referring here iri general 
to that area of the institution's responsibility which might 
prompt it to provide such things as: counseling services, health 
services, recreation facilities, eating facilities, accommodation -

assistance, book stores etc. Day care, we feel, is another one 
of those support services that must be provided because they 
are essential to the successful working of a post-secondary 
institution of learning. More and more educational institutions 
are recognizing the importance of Day Care Centres being added 
to their list of support offerings, and we hope that N.S.C.A.D. 
~ill, in turn, make - nay Care a full fledged part of its overall 
operation. -

.At the present time, N.S.C.A.D. is involved in Day Care on a 
limited basis. The~ is~lding-~space and some financial 
support for a co-operative Day Ca.reeenfre on the premises at 
the Coburg Rd. Building. This operation is proving to be quite 
successful and does indeed provide a vital service to faculty 
and students. Although this Day Care Centre operates only four 
hours a day and is forced to share its space with other College 
functions, faculty and students making use of the centre for 
their children agree that they would find it very difficult to 
attend the College if this service were not available • 
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DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT DAY CARE CENTRE: 

The current Day Care Centre · cated on Coburg Rd. where it 

shares space with th Student Loung and the Drawing Studio on 

the second floor. The Centre w rs on a co-operation basis in 

that: parents contribute four hours per week to the care of 

the children; share in the provision of meals; prml~, build, 

and maintain equipment and materials; and~a portiori'\of a 

child care worker's salary. ---------

The parents as a group are a policy making body which~ 
one full time worker to coordinate the day to day program with 

participating parents. 

The Day Care Centre program sti ves ·to provide the children with 

an environment and experiences which foster intellectual, emotional 

physical, perceptual, and social growth. The children's activities 

include: water play, sand play, free play, music, art, language 

through stories and song, group activities of various kinds. These 

activities range from structured to non-structured and supervised, 

monitored, or shared by parents. In sum, the Day Care Centre is 

not simply a baby-sitting service, it is a centre where children 

receive every opportunity to develop their various capacities 

as persons of the early childhood phase of their lives. 

The Centre runs for five days a week from 9:00 AM till 1:00 PM. 

The children participating at present number twelve and range 

from one year to 5 years of age. Twelve is the optimum number 

that can be cared for adequately with present space being as 

limited as it is. 

The ratio of one adult to three children is maintained in the 

daily program. 
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·PROPOSAL: 
1. Whereas the need for a day care centre for the children of 

N.S.C.A.D. faculty, staff, and students has been demonstrated. 

2. And whereas such a centre has been in operation since Jan. 73 

at the Coburg Rd. Building. 
:3. And whereas this space has had to be shared with other College 

functions. 
:4. And whereas space limitations in the present location prevent 

the centre from expanding its population to meet increasing 

requests from faculty and students to have their children attend. 

T'P IfJ PROPOAED TJJJ\T THE RE-LOCATION PROGRAM INCLUDE SPACE*TO HOUSE 

~·,m 01\V, CJ\TUt: CP:NTrui: WI'l'IIIN THE NEWER CAMPUS AREA, AND THAT PLANNING 

FOR SUCH AP.1\C:fi: 1311: DONE THROUGH CONSULTATION WITH HAROLD PEARSE AND 

KEN PITTMAN REPRESENTING THE PRESENT DAY CARE CENTRE GROUP. 

*Basic space requirement of 1200 sq. ft. ,,:1::l -z f . . .. __;;> 
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