SUPPORT FOR WOMEN ARTISTS

Recently five women in various departments at the art college met for a
aay to discuss issues of support for artists and specifically for women artists.
We examined myths and expectations of artists and how these affect us. We
recalled our early experiences of creativity. We explored our feelings about
ourselves as women artists. We talked about the process we go through to create.
We showed our work and talked about what excites us about it and why we do it.

We remembered past experiences of support, or the lack of it, and examined what
kinds of support we currently need. We looked at our problems and we attempted
to affirm our strengths.

It was an incredibly fruitful day as we brought to the surface tdeas, myths, ydea =
feetings, emotions, dreams, ambitions that daily affect us and our art. It was
also frustrating as it became apparent that we could only touch on these issues.
A need was expressed for a group that would meet on an on-going basis to
explore further the issues that were raised as well as all those that were not
even touched.upen.

As a response to that expressed need, the Women's Committee is offering its
services as a coordinating body to take the names of women who are interested
in meeting regularly as women and as women artists. Hopefully these bodies will
become an informal system of support for present work as well as an internalized
experience that will give support long into the future.

The precedent for such groups is undoubtedly consciousness-raising groups
of the 70's. Through that phenomena of women coming together and exploring their
common experiences, solidarity and support were built for common struggles.

Women made choices and took risks they might never have otherwise. Women
realized that they had much to learn from and to give to each other;mmuch that

a world devoid of knowledge or sympathy for their struggles could not give.
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We are now hoping to coordinate support groups for women in art out of the
conviction that this can make a |difference in women's lives, that choices will
be made and work will be done that might not otherwise be risked. Once these
groups are organized, they will operate independently. Schedules, meeting
places, topics of conversation wi]]age the decisions of the group.

If you are interested in such a group, fill in the form below which asks
for your name, number, and times during which you are free for a couple of hours.
Since this idea is taking ?gﬁg{ﬁate in the term, it may not be time for you to
begin, but if there are enough women who will be here over the summer, perhaps
one group can éigzh now and continue over the summer or begin once the term is
over. If that is not possible for you, but you are interested in meeting next
fall, or even if you will not be here but feel that such groups would be a
valuable experience, please let us know and return the form below. We would
appreciate hearing from you. You will be contacted through your mailboxes or
by phone if you can begin now or after the semester.

NAME : PHONE :

TIMES YOU ARE FREE TO MEET THIS SEMESTER:
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

I would 1like to begin a support group for women artists this semester

but cannot continue in the summer.

I would 1ike to begin now and continue in the summer.

. noud/ would |ike F0 sg’mzt’_sfr"‘
I cannot begin this—semester but ean when the term is over.
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I am interested in beginning in the Fall 1988 semester.

COMMENTS :




