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December 16, 1985

TO WHOM IT CONCERNS:

International Women's Day has been celebrated on March 8 since 1911.
In recent years it has become a tradition in Metro Halifax/Dartmouth.
It is an occasion to celebrate women's achievements, strategize

for the future and articulate those demands.

The Steering Committee of this year's International Women's Week Committee
(one day is not long enough), feel confident that the selected

theme and programme will serve the interests of a range of women

in Metro Halifax/Dartmouth. Briefly stated, the theme is Shelter,

Health and Employment; Women's Rights. This theme was selected

for several reasons:

1. in each of these areas people with Tower incomes are more
severely deprived of these necessities and they continue to be
predominantly women. Women still earn 62¢ for every dollar
earned by a man in this country. Although housing has been
a major concern to politicians across the country, more than
one third of women have to pay rents that take more than 30%
of their income, the level commonly considered to be the maximum
a household budget can withstand.

2. International Women's Week can contribute to the momentum
already existing around these issues and assist in the work
of networking between groups that is essential to their expanding
effectiveness. Organized and lobbying around the issue of
shelter are the Mothers United for Metro Shelter, the Women
and Medicine group (WAM) work out of Dalhousie University
and the Women's Committee of the Labour Council is one group
addressing employment issues.

3. on this occasion it is appropriate to make demands around
these issues which are of concern to womenkind worldwide.

We are contributing $200., the remaining funds from last year's
International Women's Day and we are requesting $6,890. from

the Women's Programme of the Secretary of State. In our budget

breakdown you will see that our request clearly falls within your

mandate and we therefore look forward to your support of this

year's project which will take place Monday March 3 to Saturday, March 8.

Sincerely,

Cathy Busby/Melodie Calvert
Steering Committee
International Women's Week Committee



OBJECTIVES

There is a housing crisis in the Metro Halifax/Dartmouth area. This crisis most
adversely affects women. In focusing on housing as part of our theme this year,
the International Women's Week Committee feels that it is also necessary to

include the related issues of health and employment. Therefore, our theme this

year will be Shelter, Health and Employment.

The objectives of International Women's Week 1986 fall into three categories;
information, advocacy and action.

-to provide information through 3 workshops, a press conference, a poster and
written and video documentation

-to support and contribute to the momentum which already exists around these
issues in Metro Halifax/Dartmouth (ie:Mothers United for Metro Shelter)

-to involve new women in education and action around these concerns

-to expand the network of individuals and groups who are involveled in ongoing
work around Shelter, Health and Employment

-to articulate specific demands for change in the areas of Shelter, Health and

employment as they affect women; to act as a catalyst for future activity

ACTIVITIES

1. Graphic Publicity 5. Press Conference
2. Video Documentation 6. March/Parade

3. Town Crier . 7. Soqial(s)

4. Workshops g. 65Wb/a“LL/

1. Graphic Publicity - Poster - information on the relationship between Shelter,
Health and Employment
- advertise planned activities
- network by listing names of supporting and existing
groups
- Button - serves to promote and publicize
- souvenir of activities

- remains as an ongoing reminder of issues
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2. Video Documentation

will provide a thorough documentation of the project

- is relatively inexpensive and accessible

- an increasing number of women in the Halifax/Dartmouth

area are now making

use of video (ie:Women and Video

Exploration) and this will build on that resource

- collected footage will be edited to a 30 minute tape

which will serve to:

- the video tape will:

-make it possible to network with
women's organizations nationally
-reinforce the importance of these

issues
—provide a basis for future International
Women's Day/Week organizers to work
from
~-be locally cablecast and screened to
individuals groups
—be available through several organizations
on an ongoing basis (ie:the Centre for
Art Tapes and DEVERIC)
—be distibuted nationally to women's

and video groups such as Women in Focus
in Vancouver(Trinity Square Video in
Toronto has already expressed interest

in showing this tape at the end of March)

- preserving women's history through the documentation of

women's events is a

crucial part of our work

3. Town Crier - Rose Adams, a local artist and street performer will take on the

role of feminist town crier for the week prior to March 8 to:

a) provide information on the history of women in Metro Halifax/

Dartmouth

b) publicize women's events happening that week

4. Workshops - a) Housing - concerned with action
— will access the skills of the Mothers United for Metro
Shelter and the Housing for People Coalition

— will look at actions which have happened locally around

this issue

- will attempt to strategize for further actions
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/. Workshops - b) Health - primarily informational
- will deal with available resources around health concerns
such as counselling and reproductive rights
- will involve the skills of WAM, the Women and Medicine

group from Dalhousie University

c) Employment - access the skills of groups and individuals who could

address this topic (ie: women connected with the Halifax/

Dartmouth Trades and Labour Committee)

- help establish greater nteworks between existing groups

- make more visible skills which exist in this city and/or
region

5. Press Conference - to occur the day prior to the Parade

- to present a clear list of demands around the housing issue
- to draw further attention to the issue

- to call people to participate in the Parade/Rally

6. Parade/March - inititiate a creative and choreographed 'Parade of Houses'

- to emphasize the situation of housing as it exists presently and to
present alternatives

- to utilize humour as well as be informational

- to draw wider public attention to some specific concerns

- rally will include speakers addressing topics discussed

throughout the previous week

7. Social - a) Friday, March 7 there will be an evening of information and entertainment
specifically discussing the concerns of women who are on social
assistance
- Arlene Mantel, singer and activist from Toronto, is enthusiastic
about coming to Halifax to perform for this event

- will include skits and performance by local women

- a portion of the proceeds will go towards the M.U.M.S. (Mothers
United for Metro Shelter)

b) the second event will take place on Saturday, March 8 and will be a

women's pub night



