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On behalf of the Student Union Women's Committee of the Nova Scotia
College of Art and Design, we protest the purchase and broadcast of Playboy
pornography by First Choice. We regret that the Tlicensing of First Choice by
the C.R.T.C. has allowed this possibility. When the C.R.T.C. held hearings
last year, women's groups warned that the licensing of pay-T.V. companies
could open the door to pornography.

We protest pornography because it is a tool used by our society to
oppress women. Rather than depicting truly human relationships, it celebrates
male power over women, frequently through the use of violence. While Playboy
publications and productions may not represent the most extreme aspects of
current pornography, it establishes a precedent which other pay-T.V.
interests will, no doubt, attempt to "out-do".

The questions of censorship and freedom of speech are delicate ones.
We would Tike to point out that our laws already prevent the publication of
materials which are slanderous, mis-leading, and denigrating towards minority
groups, and so on. Pornography, which promotes the objectification,
oppression, and degradation of women (over 50% of the Canadian population),
may be considered hate-propaganda.

Little research has been done about the relationship between
pornography and violence towards women. Perhaps it is just coincidental that
the tremendous increases of the pornography business (with it's tremendous
profits) have happened alongside the tremendous increases in numbers of
violent crimes against women... Surely the discovery of pornographic
material in the possession of identified rapists, murderers and assailants
means something. I refer you to a recent article, "Pornography, Sexual
callousness, and the Trivialization of Rape", by Nolf Zillmann and Jennings
Bryant, in the Journal of Communication, Autumn 1982, vol.32, no.4.
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For the reasons stated above, we protest the intention of First
Choice to produce and promote pornography. We urge the C.R.T.C. to review
and revoke the Tlicense of First Choice, and to establish a firm policy
against pornography.

Yours truly,

lLesTlie Sampson
Barbara Lounder
S.LUW.C.
N.S.C.A.D.



