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Summary Information 
Repository: NSCAD University Archives 

Title: NSCAD Design Cassette Tape collection 

Reference Code: NSCAD-02 

Dates: September 1985 - March 1986 

Language: English 

Physical Description: 30 audio cassettes (52 hrs., 12 min., 05 sec.) 

Note [generalNote]: Preferred citation: [Identification of item], NSCAD Design Cassette Tape collection, 
NSCAD-02, Container [Container number], NSCAD University Archives, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada. 
  

Administrative History / Biographical Sketch  

The recordist of this collection of cassette tapes is Jay Rutherford. Rutherford studied as a graphic designer in 
both in Kingston, Ontario, and Halifax, Nova Scotia. Notably, he worked for 10 years as a Professor of Visual 
Communications at the Bauhaus-Universität Weimar. Rutherford also ran his own design studio in Canada and 
helped to expand the Meta type family. The recordings cover lectures within the Design Program at NSCAD 
University ranging from 1985-1986.  

NSCAD University’s Design program began with two areas of study, communication design and environmental 
design. The four-year bachelor's degree in communication design was the first Canadian design degree at an 
English-speaking college. Communication design studies included topics in graphic design, printed material, 
advertising, packaging, and audio-visual production. Anthony (Tony) Mann and Frank Fox arrived to the program 
as faculty in 1968, at which time the name of the program became Visual Communication. The NSCAD 
curriculum, as established by 1969, required incoming students to enroll in a Foundation program. This featured 
both art history and design history survey courses, to be taken prior to choosing one’s major in art, design or craft. 

In 1971, Robert Parker, William Smith, and Anthony Mann established one of Canada’s first environmental 
planning programs at the College. The environmental design program focused on industrial and interior design, 
and expanded to exterior spaces like housing developments, parks, recreation areas, with a specific focus in local 
design relevant to Nova Scotia. During this time the primary faculty present in the program included Frank Fox, 
Gerhard Doerrié, Horst Deppe, Ludwig Sharfe, and Jurgen Hoffman. For biographical sketches of lecturers / 
presenters on the collection cassette tapes, please refer to Collection Holdings - Series section of the Finding Aid. 

Custodial History 

The audio cassettes that make up this collection were donated and transferred by Canada Post mail service from 
Brian Donnelly, Professor in Design at Sheridan College, Toronto, Canada, to the NSCAD University Library and 
Archives, Halifax, Canada on December 18, 2018. The transfer of the cassettes was facilitated by NSCAD 
Alumnus, David Peters. The collection was originally under the possession of the recordist and creator of the 
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records, Jay Rutherford. The collection was transferred by Jay Rutherford to Brian Donnelly at an unknown date 
before its final transfer to the NSCAD Library and Archives. 

Scope and Content  

This collection consists of 30 audio cassette tapes with lectures by Anthony Mann, Luc Van Malderen, Andy 
Tomcik, and the design studio, Hard Werken. These audio cassettes were recorded by Jay Rutherford, 
documenting lectures within the design program at NSCAD University between 1985 and1986. Of these 
cassettes, 23 are recordings of lectures by Anthony Mann documenting his 20th Century Design History Survey 
class.  These tapes were created between September 1985 and December 1985 at NSCAD University in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. The remaining 7 tapes are visiting lecturers, consisting of 3 Luc Van Malderen lectures titled 
“Visual Communication”, 1 Andy Tomcik lecture titled “What forms our visual vocabulary?”, 1 Hard Werken 
lecture titled “Design Weingart Fuchs & Reck”, and 2 cassettes which appear to be conversations amongst design 
faculty and visiting lecturers. All items in the collection are audio cassette tapes.  

Notes 

Title notes: 

• Source of title proper: Title based on contents and format of the collection. 

Immediate source of acquisition: The material was transferred to the NSCAD Library and Archives by 
Canada Post mail service on December 18th, 2018 from Brian Donnelly, in Toronto, Canada. 

Arrangement note: The arrangement of the collection is based on a reconstitution of original order undertaken 
by the archivist, based on the labelled date (created) of the recordings applied to the containers. 

Numbering system: Container numbers are based on collection number, series number, and cassette container 
number. NSCAD-02-01-12 means that the container is part of collection NSCAD-02, belongs to series 1 of 20th 
Century Design History Survey Class Lectures, and is the 12th container in the collection. An addition of “A” or 
“B” will be present at the end of the container number on item level descriptions which represents the side of the 
audio cassette (e.g. NSCAD-02-01-12-A, or NSCAD-02-01-12-B).  

Digital persistent identifier (PID) note: Each collection and object placed in NSCAD’s institutional repository 
is given a digital persistent identifier (PID).  This identifier is always in the format (nscad:xxxx).  The PID for the 
overarching Design Cassette Tape Collection is nscad:design. The PID may change with system 
changes/migrations, so it is recommended to use container numbers for reference purposes as these remain 
persistent into perpetuity. 

Finding aids: A detailed finding aid is available with container list. 

Restrictions: The physical collection is available for reference by appointment in the NSCAD Library -Visual 
Resources Collection.  Digital surrogate access copies will be made available on NSCAD’s institutional 
repository as permissions are granted by copyright holders. For container specific restrictions please see container 
list.  
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Conditions governing use: This collection is made available for research, private study, and educational use 
only. For other uses please contact the NSCAD Library and Archives.  

Related material: See the Anna Leonowens Gallery Archives for more documents on the exhibition 
history of Anthony Mann and faculty in NSCAD Design. See the Nova Scotia College of Art and 
Design fonds at the Nova Scotia Public Archives for further administrative history of the NSCAD 
Design Division. 

Accruals: No further accruals are expected. 

Other Notes 

• Level of Detail: Full 
• Conservation: All audio cassette containers in this collection have been placed in a single acid and lignin 

free archival audio cassette storage box.  Additionally this collection was fully digitized by Maddie 
Alexander between May 28th and July 5th 2019. WAV files of container sides were created for 
preservation and access, and are available for consultation through the NSCAD Library. Digital surrogate 
copies will be made available on the NSCAD Institutional Repository as permissions from copyright 
holders are granted. 

Access Points 

• Design (subject) 
• Halifax (N.S.) (place) 
• NSCAD University (corporate name) 
• Typography (subject) 
• Graphic design (subject) 
• Neo-constructivism (subject) 
• Avant-garde (subject) 
• Modern art (subject) 
• Bauhaus (subject) 
• Industrial design (subject) 
• Typefaces (subject) 
• Advertising (subject)  
• Toy design (subject) 
• Anthony Mann (person) 
• Luc Van Malderen (person) 
• Hard Werken (corporate name) 
• Andy Tomcik (person) 
• Jay Rutherford (person) 

 
 



NSCAD - 02 NSCAD Design Cassette Tape collection  

6 | N S C A D  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v e s  
 

Collection Holdings  

Series (01): 20th Century Design History Survey Class Lectures 

Title: 20th Century Design History Survey Class Lectures 

Date: September 1985- December 1985 

Extent: 23 audio cassettes, (37 hrs., 32 min., 05 sec.) 

Biographical Sketch (Lecturer / Presenter):  

Anthony (Tony) Mann was born in 1927 in Rotherham, Lancashire, England. He studied as an industrial designer 
at the Central School of Art & Design, London from 1949 to 1951. Mann trained and practiced for a decade in 
London UK as an industrial designer prior to immigrating to Canada.  Here, Mann became employed as Creative 
Director of the Toronto type house Cooper & Beatty.  From 1967-1976 he taught full time at NSCAD University 
and was an instrumental part of starting a dedicated design division at the school, as well as creating a new design 
program alongside Frank Fox and Horst Deppe. Tony is recognized as helping to bring the international 
communication design style to Canada. In 1998 he retired from teaching and returned to his homeland of England. 
Mann passed on April 19th, 2013, after a brief battle with Leukemia. 

Scope and Content:  

Series consists of 23 audio cassettes recorded by Jay Rutherford of lectures presented by Anthony Mann. These 
lectures occurred between September 1985 and December 1985 at NSCAD University in Halifax , NS. The 
lectures occurred as a part of the “20th Century Design History Survey” course within the design program.  

 

Series (02): Design Visiting Lectures 

Title:  Design Visiting Lectures  

Extent: 7 audio cassettes, (14 hrs., 40 min.) 

Biographical Sketch (Lecturers / Presenters): 

Luc Van Malderen: Luc Van Malderen was a visual artist, graphic designer, pedagogue, photographer and 
lecturer from Brussels, Belgium. He was the head of the department of visual communication of La Cambre, and 
was noted as creating the Picto system. Van Malderen was born May 3rd 1930, and passed September 14th, 
2018.  
Hard Werken: Hard Werken was a design collective founded in 1978 consisting of Gerard Hadders, Henk 
Elenga, Tom Van Der Reel, Rick Vermeulen and Willem Kards. The collective produced a magazine that 
experimented with typography, photography, illustration and graphic design. It was recognized as using 
traditional values of functional design, modernism, and the Swiss School. 
Andy Tomcik: Andrew Tomcik is a professor, graphic design, and visual communications consultant. He was 
born June 18th, 1938 in Cleveland, Ohio. Tomcik has a diploma from the Cleveland Institute of Art, a BFA and 
MFA from the Yale University School of Art and Architecture. Tomcik both worked professionally within 



NSCAD - 02 NSCAD Design Cassette Tape collection  

7 | N S C A D  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v e s  
 

corporate design, as well as taught at Georgia State University as the Director of Applied Design, and at York 
University as a Professor of Fine Art, and the Chair of the Department of Visual Arts. 
 

Scope and Content:  

Series consists of 7 audio cassettes, assumed to be recorded at NSCAD University in Halifax, NS. Dates noted 
range from 1985-1987. These cassettes include visiting lectures, consisting of 3 Luc Van Malderen lectures titled 
“Visual Communication”, 1 Andy Tomcik lecture titled “What forms our visual vocabulary?”, 1 Hard Werken 
lecture titled “Design Weingart Fuchs & Reck”, and 2 cassettes which appear to be conversations amongst design 
faculty and visiting lecturers. 

 

Bibliography 
"Andrew Tomcik Fonds." AtoM. https://www.archeion.ca/andrew-tomcik-fonds.   
 
"Hard Werken Design." History of Graphic Design.  http://www.historygraphicdesign.com/index.php/the-age-of-
information/national-visions-within-a-global-dialogue/521-hard-werken-design.   
 
"Luc Van Malderen." Wikipedia. July 30, 2019. https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luc_Van_Malderen.   
 
Anthony Mann, FGDC. Retrieved August 1, 2019, from https://gdc.design/fellows/anthony-mann-fgdc  

Jay Rutherford. Retrieved August 1, 2019, from https://www.typecamp.org/instructors/jay-rutherford/  

Nova Scotia College of Art and Design fonds, Nova Scotia  Public Archives (July 31, 2019).   

Peters, D. (2019, August 6).  

Rutherford, J. (2019, August 4).  

Smulders, M. (2018, December 7). NSCAD remembers Tony Mann. Retrieved from https://nscad.ca/nscad-
remembers-tony-mann/  

Soucy, D., & Pearse, H. (1993). The first hundred years: a history of the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. 
Fredericton: University of New Brunswick Faculty of Education and the Nova Scotia College of Art and 
Design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.archeion.ca/andrew-tomcik-fonds
http://www.historygraphicdesign.com/index.php/the-age-of-information/national-visions-within-a-global-dialogue/521-hard-werken-design
http://www.historygraphicdesign.com/index.php/the-age-of-information/national-visions-within-a-global-dialogue/521-hard-werken-design
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luc_Van_Malderen
https://gdc.design/fellows/anthony-mann-fgdc
https://www.typecamp.org/instructors/jay-rutherford/
https://nscad.ca/nscad-remembers-tony-mann/
https://nscad.ca/nscad-remembers-tony-mann/

