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Goddess Remembered 6 Films by Barbara Hammer: Meshes of an Afternoon

by Donna Read by Maya Deren

55 min. 16 mm 1989 M-enses 2¥min).l1943

This documentary traces the history of the godd Lol b A i | il ing ritual, ch h
ocumentary races tne nistory of Ine godaess - panses combines both the imagery and the politics of n experimental fim concerning riLa), choregrapny

worshipping cultures of 35000 B.C. to the growing menstruation in a fine blend of comedy and drama and masks. The film records the unconscious by

contemporary women's spirituality movement. P ; challenging our notion of how and why films work.

Amazing footage of French caves, the subterranean X

temples of Malta and ancient earthworks in Britain 8min. Col. 1974 Mary Mary

reveal a history of 'women's spirituality that has long A profound and powerful experimental, personal film of by AR

been overlooked and misinterpreted’. one woman'’s despair, rage and exhibitionism; a baroque S%m?nn%olrﬂn;éls

fugue of identity chanting, growing from women'’s pain to

a holistic, self-healing naming ritual. The narrative strain in ‘Mary Mary’ concerns a

filmmaker, M - whose search for understanding bears

Sanctuary Of The Earth Goddess

13 H LE
Katherine Stenger Frey DVkElaGlIGS resemblance to, and is echoed in, the structure of the
42min. 16mm 4min. Col. 1874 2 film and experience of viewing it. “..(this) memorable-
This film is about the matrlineal soclety in Indonesia, " POPUIar lesbian “commercial”, 110 images of sensual - ness, compelling but not obsessive is a most
the Minangkabal. The people in the jungle village of  touching montages in A,8,C.D rolls of inaestheti remarkable aspect of Gronau's film which seems to
Lunang in West Sumatra still live out their bestloved ~ £411in0: : work to repeat and contain the simultaneously
folktale about the womb mother who is creator, Psychosynthesm continuous and discontinuous aspects of life itself.
protector, healer. At the same time they are paradoxi- ~ 8min. Col. 1975 And this seems specific to the nature and capabilities
cally Muslim. Katherine lived in Indonesia for two The sub-personalities of me, my baby, athlete witch and of the film medium that mimics the picturing qualty of
years and has written a book to accompany this film. ~~ artist are synthesized in this film of super imposition, memory, constructing, reconstructing, and changing
intensities and colour layers coming quietly together the residue of experience in attempts to both preserve
through the healing power of natural touchstone. and understand it. Mary Mary asks where we locate

S h experience: in the body? In memory and imagination,
i in the everday world (or its absence), or in art? The

7min. Col. 1979 . k Kok, ;
Using the 6th century B.C. lyricits's poetry, a group of film resists deciding” (Carol Laing)

women unwrap the papyrus gauze of the lesbian goddess
and bring her to life.

“Our Trip”

4min. Col. 1980

A diaristic animation of photographs Hammer and her
friend Corky Wick took during their travel through Peru.

Ten Cents a Dance (Parallax)
by Midi Cnodera

30min. Col. 1985

Dealing with sexuality and communication, this film gains Sanctuary Of The Earth Goddess
depth and poignancy through the artist’s decision to shoot G ~
the film's three scenes for projection in a double screen e —
configuration, providing an elegant solution to deal with
potentially sensationalist subject matter.

Firewords

by Dorothy Todd Henaut

84min.

Goddess Remembered Louky Bersianik, Jovette Marchessault and Nicole
Brossard are of the first generation of Quebec feminist
writers. They have been literally "writing themselves into
existence". Their voices leap over cultural and political
barriers, bringing feminist questioning to the heart of
everyday life.




